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of their lives; in little more than a day, our country was thrust into the
greatest conflict the world had ever known. We mark this anniversary by
honoring the patriots who perished more than seven decades ago, extend-
ing our thoughts and prayers to the loved ones they left behind, and show-
ing our gratitude to a generation of service members who carried our Na-
tion through some of the 20th century’s darkest moments.

In his address to the Congress, President Franklin D. Roosevelt affirmed
that “with confidence in our Armed Forces—with the unbounding deter-
mination of our people—we will gain the inevitable triumph.” Millions
stood up and shipped out to meet that call to service, fighting heroically
on Europe’s distant shores and pressing island by island across the Pacific.
Millions more carried out the fight in factories and shipyards here at home,
building the arsenal of democracy that propelled America to the victory
President Roosevelt foresaw. On every front, we faced down impossible
odds—and out of the ashes of conflict, America rose more prepared than
ever to meet the challenges of the day, sure that there was no trial we
could not overcome.

Today, we pay solemn tribute to America’s sons and daughters who made
the ultimate sacrifice at Oahu. As we do, let us also reaffirm that their leg-
acy will always burn bright—whether in the memory of those who knew
them, the spirit of service that guides our men and women in uniform
today, or the heart of the country they kept strong and free.

The Congress, by Public Law 103-308, as amended, has designated Decem-
ber 7 of each year as “National Pear]l Harbor Remembrance Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim December 7, 2012, as National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day. I encourage all Americans to observe this solemn day
of remembrance and to honor our military, past and present, with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I urge all Federal agencies and interested
organizations, groups, and individuals to fly the flag of the United States
at half-staff this December 7 in honor of those American patriots who died
as a result of their service at Pearl Harbor.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8915 of December 10, 2012
Human Rights Day and Human Rights Week, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Sixty-four years ago, a group of nations emerging from the shadow of war
joined together to light a path toward lasting peace. They adopted the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights—a revolutionary document that recog-
nized the inherent dignity and inalienable rights of all people as the
“foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in the world.” As we mark the
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anniversary of that historic act, we celebrate the rights the Declaration rec-
ognized and recommit to strengthening them in the 21st century.

The United States was built on the promise that freedom and fairness are
not endowed only to some—they are the birthright of all. Ordinary Ameri-
cans have fought to fully realize that vision for more than two centuries,
courageously forging a democracy that empowers each of us equally and
affords every citizen due process under the law. Just as we have cultivated
these rights here at home, so have we worked to promote them abroad. So-
cieties across the globe are reaching toward a future where leaders are fair-
ly and duly elected; where everyone can get an education and make a good
living; where women and girls are free from violence, as well as free to
pursue the same opportunities as men and boys; and where the voice of
the people rings clear and true. As they do, the United States stands with
them, ready to uphold the basic decency and human rights that underlie
everything we have achieved and all our progress yet to come.

Men and women everywhere long for the freedom to determine their des-
tiny, the dignity that comes with work, the comfort that comes with faith,
and the justice that exists when governments serve their people. These
dreams are common to people all around the world, and the values they
represent are universal. This week, we rededicate ourselves to fortifying
civil rights in America, while reaffirming that all people around the world
should live free from the threat of extrajudicial killing, torture, oppression,
and discrimination. And we renew our promise that the United States will
be a partner to any nation, large or small, that will contribute to a world
that is more peaceful and more prosperous, more just and more free.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 2012, as
Human Rights Day and the week beginning December 10, 2012, as Human
Rights Week. I call upon the people of the United States to mark these ob-
servances with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8916 of December 14, 2012
Bill of Rights Day, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When President Franklin D. Roosevelt recognized the 150th anniversary of
our Nation’s Bill of Rights, he called it the “great American charter of per-
sonal liberty and human dignity.” He understood that the freedoms it pro-
tects—among them speech, worship, assembly, and due process—are free-
doms that reinforce one another. They form the bedrock of the American
promise, and we cannot fully realize one without realizing them all. Today,
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